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Memorial Quilt Presented to the Port Authority.  Two NWS Western Region
Headquarters employees, WR Climate Program Manager Andrea Bair and Budget
Officer Karen St. Clair, worked with a group of other craftswomen from around the
country to create a
beautiful hand-crafted
memorial quilt, sewn in
honor of the 37 New York
City Port Authority Police
officers, commanders and
their K-9 officer who were
killed in the line-of-duty on
September 11, 2001. The
quilters worked for eight
months on the six-foot-by-
eight-foot quilt, which
includes photographs on
fabric of all those who were
lost.  On November 15,
Andrea traveled to New
York to present the quilt to
the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey
Police Department (PAPD). 
The quilt was accepted by
Charles D. De Rienzo,
Superintendent of Police at
Ground Zero. The quilt is
also adorned with
mementos of the Port
Authority force including
badges, buttons from
police uniforms, the PAPD
slogan “Pride, Service,
Distinction,” and hand-
sewn depictions of the
Statue of Liberty and the
American flag.  
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The centerpiece of the quilt, a Port Authority Police shield, was hand cross-stitched by
Karen and took her three months to create. Andrea worked tirelessly piecing together
quilt sections with photos of the fallen officers printed on fabric and mounted on a red
field.  She took the quilt with her on business trips over the past year and worked on it in
the evenings as a lasting tribute to those victims.  Approximately 30 of the victims’
family members were present at the quilt dedication.  The quilt will be displayed
permanently at the PAPD Headquarters in Jersey City, NJ.  De Rienzo, in accepting the
quilt, said, “This is an extraordinary gift that comes from the heart and soul of America.”

(L to R)  Charles D. De Rienzo,
Superintendent of the Port Authority
Police Department, Andrea Bair, NWS
WR Climate Program Manager; and
Joseph Morris, Chief of Police.

Karen St. Clair worked more than three months
cross stitching the PAPD shield. She also made
the Statue of Liberty design that adorned the
quilt. 

Thanksgiving Message from the Director:  Thanksgiving is not only a time for giving
thanks but one of reflection.  You have worked tirelessly to predict weather conditions
from winter storms to heat waves, from flooding to tornadoes. And, especially in the
West, you have prepared forecasts for the second largest wildland fire season in
modern history.  You have provided key services and programs to millions of people
and thousands of customers.  I believe the challenges we face together can only be met
by teamwork. Your leadership and management of a variety of issues continue to create
a positive working environment.  Each and every one of you contribute your best to the
agency mission. Congratulations for a job well done.  On Thanksgiving and every day, I
salute your dedication to serving the NOAA’s National Weather Service and the
American public.

Agreement Reached to Transition Fire Weather Services in California:  The latest
California Wildfire Coordinating Group (CWCG) and National Weather Service
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) has been signed.  The new CWCG-NWS MOA
clarifies the Weather Forecast Office(s) and Interagency Fire Forecast and Warning
Units (IFFWU) roles after the transition of fire weather responsibility on January 2, 2003. 
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Meteorologist Andy Bryant from the Portland NWS office
explains to one of the educators what is available in the
various weather brochures at the 2002 Area Convention for
the National Science Teachers Association.

The California WFOs will provide fire weather forecast and warning responsibility, and
the IFFWUs in Redding and Riverside will provide predictive services products.  Thanks
to all who spent years on this agreement.

Bruce Bauck Transfers From Pendleton to Missoula as MIC:  Pendleton MIC Bruce
Bauck will relocate to WFO Missoula at the beginning of the new year.  Bruce replaces
Kim Bailey who transferred to WFO Louisville, KY.  Bruce brings great leadership to his
new position and has a tremendous amount of experience and expertise in fire weather
and complex terrain forecasting.  I know Bruce will lead WFO Missoula with the same
enthusiasm and commitment as he led WFO Pendleton.

DEPUTY REGIONAL DIRECTOR

Eight National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration staff from the Portland, Oregon,
area represented the agency during the National Science Teachers Association Area
Convention held in their hometown, November 14-16.  The annual convention drew
more than 3,000 educators, administrators and exhibitors from around the country.  The
educators visiting the NOAA exhibits learned about NOAA programs and services
available to those who teach science in the classrooms.  Comparing the challenges the
explorers faced 200 years ago and those of the modern educator – teachers were
seeking ideas and additional materials to help them ignite the interest of their students. 
One of the more popular offerings was  a selection of NOAA posters for teachers to use
in their classrooms. Another highlight of the NOAA exhibit was an interactive lightning
quiz.  After successfully completing the short quiz, educators became eligible to enter
their names for a new NOAA
weather radio for their school. 
NOAA was one of several state
and Federal government
agencies who brought
handbooks, Web site
information and technical
experts to answer the
questions posed by the
educators.  Representing
NOAA was staff from NOAA’s
Fisheries and National Weather
Service.
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Speakers at the ENSO workshop include (l to r) Dr. Kelly
Redmond, John Janowiak, Dr. Marty Ralph, Mark
Ghilarducci, Elizabeth Morse and Dave Reynolds.

ENSO Workshop in California:  NWS Western Region staffs have been busy the past
couple of weeks with several outreach programs.  Congratulations to staff from WFO
Sacramento and San Francisco Bay Area as they collaborated with the California
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services to sponsor the 2002-2003 Winter Weather
Outlook Workshop for partners, customers, and media.  The program was held
November 8 at the OES facilities at Mather, California and represented the second
ENSO Workshop in the region.  WFO Seattle held a similar program for its customers,
October. 10-11.  More than 125 people attended the California program and 16 news
media outlets also covered the proceedings.  The general session was attended by
emergency managers, NWS customers and partners and others.  Questions dealt with
the likely El Nino impacts in California and Nevada.  John Janowiak, NOAA’s NWS
Climate Predication Center, said wetter-than-average conditions are expected along
much of the southern tier of the United States this winter, as moderate El Niño
conditions continue in the Pacific Ocean. He also cautioned that the upcoming winter
will bring above-normal precipitation to the southern half of California and Nevada, and
warmer temperatures over much of the north-central states.  Although further
strengthening of this El Niño is possible, Janowiak expects it will be weaker than the
1997-98 version, and the global impacts should generally be weaker as well.  Elizabeth
Morse, WFO Sacramento’s MIC, and Dave Reynolds, WFO San Francisco Bay Area
MIC, responded to questions about expected local impacts. California-Nevada RFC’s
Hydrologist in Charge, Rob Hartman, explained plans to handle any flood conditions
that could arise from ENSO events.  Dr. Marty Ralph, NOAA’s Environmental
Technology Laboratory, Boulder, CO, outlined plans for the PACJET 2003 program

which will take place in the
next few months along the
California coast and
emphasized the continuing
needs to improve weather
forecasts, especially
precipitation and wind
forecasts, on relatively local
(mesoscale) spatial and
temporal scales. Mark
Ghilarducci, Deputy Director,
California Governor’s Office of
Emergency Services,
Sacramento, discussed the
keys to protecting life and
property during the coming
winter.

NWS Offices in Arizona and Montana Participate in Large-scale Disaster
Response Exercises this Week:  Both exercises involve non-weather related disasters
to test the four phases of emergency management: mitigation, preparedness, response
and recovery.  On November 19-20, the Navajo Nation Tabletop Dam Break Exercise
(Chinle and Round Rock, AZ ) will be held in conjunction with Bureau of Indian Affairs
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and Bureau of Reclamation. Exercises will simulate effects of three independent dam
breaks on downstream communities and Canyon de Chelly National Monument. 
Lessons learned will be used to refine emergency action plans.  A much larger exercise
will take place November 19-21, involving Weather Forecast Office (WFO) Billings,
Great Falls, Missoula, and Glasgow who are participating in the final stage of a
year-long statewide Integrated Emergency Management Course (IEMC) with FEMA and
the Montana Disaster and Emergency Services (DES) in Helena.   Montana is the 12th
state to participate in such a large-scale exercise with FEMA.  The exercise scenario,
which started more than a year ago with table-top exercises, focuses on a major
earthquake scenario impacting the Flathead Lake, Montana area.  Weather forecasts
for the field exercise will be a combination of real and simulated conditions as winter
weather conditions are likely and could impact the efforts of the scenario's search and
rescue workers as well as manpower and other resource allocations. Participation in the
earthquake exercise shows the National Weather Service’s capability to support the
response and recovery efforts associated with non-weather related disasters (similar to
the Oklahoma City bombing and 9/11 ground zero attack).  The actual "incident" will
occur Thursday, November 21. 

Seattle’s West Coast Fish Expo:  The West Coast Fish Expo was held November 14-
16 at the Washington State Convention Center for the large commercial - marine -
industry show.  WFO Seattle staff once again had one of the most popular booths at this
event and cooperated with the NWS Marine Prediction Center, Office of Services and
Alaska Region to answer questions from the thousands of visitors who represented
commercial fishing business, boat builders, educators, and others.  NWS staff showed
the variety of programs available to mariners and how they can pro-actively plan how
weather conditions could impact their professional boating experiences or personal
safety along the coastal waters.  Kudos to the team from the Pacific Northwest who
represented NOAA very well.

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES DIVISION

STATEMENT OF THE WEEK:  This week’s statement of the week is a nowcast written
by James H. Mathews of WFO Sacramento.  James delineates specific areas with
dense fog and areas that have the potential for dense fog to develop.  This kind of detail
helps morning commuters be prepared for conditions on the road and may help them
choose a safer route.  Great Job James!

FPUS76 KSTO 191650
NOWSTO

SHORT TERM FORECAST
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE SACRAMENTO CA

845 AM PST TUE NOV 19 2002

CAZ017>019-067-191900

CARQUINEZ STRAIT AND DELTA-MOTHERLODE-NORTHERN SAN JOAQUIN
VALLEY-SOUTHERN SACRAMENTO VALLEY-
845 AM PST TUE NOV 19 2002
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.NOW...
LOW CLOUDS AND AREAS OF DENSE FOG OVER SACRAMENTO COUNTY ARE
MAINLY FROM THE INTERSTATE 80 AND 5 INTERCHANGE...SOUTH AND EAST
ALONG PORTIONS OF HIGHWAYS 50...16 AND 99.  VISIBILITIES IN THESE AREAS
ARE LIKELY TO BE ONE-QUARTER OR LESS THROUGH 10 OR 1030 AM.  IN THE
NORTHERN SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY...MOST OF THE LOW CLOUDS AND AREAS
OF DENSE FOG ARE EAST OF HIGHWAY 99 ALONG HIGHWAYS 26...4...108 AND
132.  VISIBILITIES IN THESE AREAS ARE LIKELY TO BE ONE-QUARTER OR LESS
THROUGH 1030 AM.  VISIBILITIES IN THE STOCKTON AND MODESTO AREAS
THIS MORNING DUE TO LIGHT SOUTHEAST WINDS SPREADING THE DENSE
FOG WESTWARD OVER THESE AREAS.  A DENSE FOG ADVISORY IS IN EFFECT
FOR THE VALLEY THROUGH LATE MORNING.

$$
JHM

HYDROLOGY AND CLIMATE SERVICES

HIC/DOH/HCSD Meeting:  The Western Region HICs, DOHs, and HCSD met at the
CBRFC on October 21, 2002.  The agenda for the meeting included RFC support for
the Flash Flood Monitoring Program (FFMP), FY03 AHPS activities, RFC verification,
the status of conversion to LINUX, the status of the RFC archive data base, and RFC
GFE activities.

All Western Region RFCs will be providing flash flood guidance to support FFMP. 
Further, the RFCs will continue to explore methodologies to improve flash flood
guidance.  Limited implementation of AHPS will begin by all Western Region during
FY03.  The capability of providing ESP forecasts through an interactive web sites at all
three RFCs will continue to be explored as well.  The RFCs and the regional RFC
program manager agreed to continue investigating performance measures, with a focus
on a measure that would provide our customers with some information on the skill of our
forecasts.  

The RFCs are expecting to receive the hardware during FY03 to replace the HP
workstations with LINUX and to implement the RFC archive database.  The missing link
in the RFC conversion to LINUX is the server hardware.  Two of the Western Region
RFCs area actively testing GFE as an RFC tool.  It is hoped that this testing will provide
information on the basic question of GFE’s usefulness to this purpose and identify what
development and enhancements will be needed for GFE to become the tool for RFCs to
prepare meteorological input to the hydrologic models.

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION

WR SOO Position Paper:  The IFPS/GFE was a central topic at the Western Region
Spring SOO/DOH meeting in Boulder.  The WR SOOs put together a team to author a
white paper expressing the WR SOOs' vision regarding IFPS/GFE.  The team lead by
Brad Colman (SEA) included David Bright (TUS, now working at SPC), Mark Jackson
(SLC), Ron Miller (OTX), Jon Mittelstadt (PDT), and Mike Staudenmaier (FLG).  The
white paper has been sent to all NWS SOOs as well as NWSHQ, NCEP and the
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regional SSDs. The intent is to stimulate a scientific dialogue, from which the NWS, in
general, can benefit.  The due date for comments is December 6.

Climate Training:   The COMET Program is pleased to announce the release of two
companion lectures on the significant climate phenomenon known as the Madden-Julian
Oscillation: 

"The MJO Life Cycle" by Dr. Roland Madden
(http://meted.ucar.edu/climate/mjo/index.htm), and 

"The Role of the MJO in Oceanic and Atmospheric Variability" by Dr. Klaus
Weickmann (http://meted.ucar.edu/climate/beyond_mjo/index.htm). 

These presentations were given as part of the ongoing workshops on Climate Variability
that are part of the NWS Climate Professional Development Series.  Both Webcasts
have an accompanying bibliography and climate terminology glossary and are
approximately 40 minutes in length. 

WES Case Study and TA-Lite:
This is a gentle reminder that your staff needs to be trained on one of your two Winter
Time WES Simulations by December 15, 2002.  Due date for training on the second
Winter Time WES simulation is February 15, 2003.  A second reminder that each WFO
needs to complete a TA-Lite on one of the above simulations. This is due February 15,
2003.  Early reciprocal sharing of experience and knowledge might help other offices
with their winter training.

SYSTEMS OPERATIONS DIVISION

Portland Physical Security Review:  DOC Security Officer, Cheryl Weiser conducted
a physical security review at WFO Portland.  The purpose of the security review was to
help WRH SOD define security and associated budget requirements for implementing a
baseline of recommended security measures for WR WFOs.  

RRS Planning Meeting at WFO Salt Lake City:  A Radiosonde Replacement System
(RRS) planning meeting was held at WFO Salt Lake City on November 12, 2002.  The
purpose of the meeting was to help determine the best course of action for a successful
RRS Operational Acceptance Test (OAT) at WFO Salt Lake City and discuss what
system installation plan options are available.  The Salt Lake City RRS OAT is
scheduled to begin in October of 2003.

New WR NOAA Weather Radio (NWR) Transmitters:   The NWR transmitter at Burns,
Oregon has been accepted and is fully operational.  A new NWR transmitter at Manti,
Utah was installed on November 8, 2002.  The Manti NWR will be accepted on
December 5, 2002.

Portland and Seattle NWR Site Visit:  NWR RMS Joe Lachacz visited WFO Portland
and WFO Seattle.  WFO Portland staff assisted Joe with shipping heavy NWR
equipment boxes back to WRH.  While at Seattle, Joe assessed NWR transmitter
narrowband requirements and assisted with a NWR maintenance contractor transition.

http://meted.ucar.edu/climate/mjo/index.htm
http://meted.ucar.edu/climate/beyond_mjo/index.htm
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ASOS Removal:  Dean Prowker will be working with Herb Loell to coordinate and
remove the OTA (Other Than ASOS) ASOS in Caliente, Nevada.  This OTA ASOS will
be relocated to a site to be determined later.


